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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Carol Leone, Founder

Phone:  207.882.9613

Email:  teens2trails@gwi.net
Address: PO Box 116, Edgecomb, ME 04556

Website: www.TeensToTrails.org
“Teens To Trails” Announces Grants for 17 High School Outing Clubs

~ Engaging Teens in the Outdoors ~
EDGECOMB, MAINE / January 28, 2011 – Teens To Trails or “T3” is pleased to announce this year’s Outing Club grant recipients from 17 high schools across the State…

Boothbay Region High School

Bucksport High School

Cape Elizabeth High School

Central High School

Cony High School

Dirigo High School

East Grand School

Greely High School

Greenville High School

Maine Central Institute

Monmouth Academy

Mount Blue High School

Mount View High School

Scarborough High School

Waterville High School

Wiscasset High School

Yarmouth High School

“High school Outing Clubs are the most effective way we have found for engaging teens in their natural world, with the potential to make fun safe outdoor experiences accessible to every Maine student,” said Carol Leone, Teens To Trails Founder. These schools were awarded outdoor gear and/or funds totaling almost $9,000 from Teens To Trails to help more teens get active outside.  These grants were made possible by ongoing support from L.L.Bean, a grant from The North Face Explore Fund, and other private donations. T3 received 26 applications, including 11 brand new Outing Club programs.  “It broke our hearts that we had to turn some schools away”, said Leone.
Through the T3 Grants-to-Clubs program, Outing Clubs received requested tents, snowshoes, backpacks, GPS units, and emergency medical kits – all from L.L.Bean. Cash awards will help with transportation costs which has become one of the biggest hurdles facing Outing Clubs working within tight school budgets. “These packs will enable students this year and in the future to experience the outdoors in ways they never have before,” says Matt Morrison, Bucksport High Schools Outing Club Advisor . “It is nice to know that there are still organizations who deem it important and worthwhile to get young people outside to foster the experiences that can only be found in the solace and challenge of exploring trails of all kinds, “ commented Travis Tierney, Advisor to Mount Blue’s long-established Youth Expeditions to Ignite program. With increasing research confirming that positive outdoor experiences are critical to the overall health and well being of young people, these Outing Clubs need to be encouraged and supported. “It is our goal to establish an Outing Club in every one of Maine’s high schools,” said Leone. “The Grants-to-Clubs program helps Outing Clubs get started and stay active.” 
Outing Club photos shared by 2011 grant recipients are available on our Flickr site ~ some are attached. ~ call if you need a jpeg file sent. If you want to contact these schools directly, you can contact Carol Leone for names of the Outing Club Advisors.

For more information on the Grants-to-Clubs program, Teens To Trails and Outing Clubs, visit www.TeensToTrails.org.  The Grants-to-Clubs Program was made possible this 2010-11 school year with major support from L.L.Bean and a grant to Teens To Trails from The North Face Explore Fund.
About TEENS TO TRAILS:  

Teens To Trails is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit all-volunteer organization engaging Maine teens in the outdoors.  T3’s goal is to establish an Outing Club in every Maine high school community, thereby promoting fun outdoor adventures, healthy lifestyles and environmental stewardship.

About The North Face Explore Fund :
The North Face® Explore FundTM is a grant program committed to supporting nonprofit, community organizations that break down the barriers preventing children and families from experiencing the outdoors. The Explore Fund, administered by The Outdoor Foundation, finds, engages and provides funding for new partners that help further the mission of inspiring the next generation of explorers and conservationists by helping them discover nature's playground.
###

Full-sized PHOTOS AVAILABLE for download on our Pro Flickr site
Click on photo you want – under ACTIONS, choose VIEW ALL SIZES, download file size desired
We will add photos from Outing Clubs to Flickr as they come in …
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   East Grand School Outdoor Adventure Program             Maine Central Institute Outing Club
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Greely High School Outing Club
